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Dear friends,  
 
As we write this prayer letter, the snow is falling on the UK. The contrast with the blue skies and heat of Portugal last 
week is stark. Two parallel realities, yet in many ways the spiritual climate in Portugal is more difficult than here. 
Churches are small and mainly elderly, and quite isolated one from another. 
 
We had the privilege of visiting 5 pastors and their wives this time in the South of the country. We flew into Faro and 
lunched with Mark and Judith Loney. They were well and have lots of people coming through as they work at the 
International church on the Algarve, especially during the summer with camps and tourists. Construction is underway 
at the moment, with a new coffee shop and gardens being developed for Christians all over the Algarve to come and 
enjoy. We were encouraged by our time with them and impressed by their gentle and gracious hospitality. Do pay a 
visit to the International church there if you are ever on holiday on the Algarve, as they hold services in both English 
and Portuguese on Sundays. 

 
Mark’s parents were Irish missionaries themselves first to Brazil, and then 
Portugal. They sought to establish a church in Santiago do Cacém, a small 
town to the north and inland from the Algarve. For some years this took the 
form of a house meeting until they were able to rent premises where a small 
nucleus of believers met. When they moved away the church diminished and 
sadly we drove past those 
premises which are now run down, 
and disused. To our knowledge, 
there are only a few believers in 
Santiago today. Whilst in the town 
we met three old men on a bench 
and were able share the central 

truths of the Gospel. We were quite moved to think that there is little or no 
witness in that town. One of the purposes for our trips is to identify where 
the needs are to fuel prayer and act as a link to help place missionaries in 
needy places. Santiago is a pleasant town and certainly a needy place for 
the gospel. 

 
The same day we motored on up to visit Rogério Ramos, his wife and family. They 
are Portuguese and have worked with EMF for twenty years now. It was good that 
we could have time with them. Rogério is a gifted and faithful preacher to a small 
nucleus of believers. He is praying about whether it is time to move on to new 
ministry. 
 
Next we visited Aroldo Alves, a Brazilian man and his French wife. They have 
recently welcomed an Irish lad in his thirties called Geoff who is busy trying to 
master Portuguese so that he can become an effective witness in Portugal. It is 

early days for him. Pray that he will know perseverance and encouragement as he adapts to the culture and works 
alongside Aroldo and his wife. They have a lovely church building near some supermarkets so it is in a visible location. 
They have plans to welcome teams from the UK to help them with outreach. Close to the 
church they have refurbished premises which are sizeable to host such teams, and Aroldo 

has done much of the work himself being a 
skilled builder. For many years Aroldo has stood 
in different market places distributing literature. 
We sensed they were both quite discouraged 
after being in ministry for so many years, and 
seeing relatively few conversions. They have 
tried many initiatives to bring people under the 
sound of the gospel. But it is slow work and we 
sensed their need for refreshment. They 
underlined to us the slow nature of the work and 
the need for a long-term approach to mission. 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD ! Call upon His Name: Make known His deeds among the peoples” Psalm 105:1 

                                                                                 



 

 
Next we revisited Elias, Eliane and Mateus, who were sent out from their 
church, Hebron, in Manaus. This is where Andrew taught for 6 years at the 
seminary when we were in Brazil. Elias though Brazilian, has a strong Irish 
accent when he speaks English. He has mastered German and Biblical 
Hebrew and is a gifted bible teacher and pastor. His church in Beja is made 
up of various nationalities including Ukranians, Russians, and an American 
man. They were explaining to us that in Portugal many shops/ businesses 
close for 2 hours from 1-3pm and reopen 3-7pm. So evening dinner is at 
7:30pm which means mid-week bible studies don’t begin until 8:30pm or 
9pm.This takes some adjusting to. It is also common for most churches to 
just hold one main service on Sundays. In virtually all the churches we have 

visited so far it is a struggle to see many folks participate during the week. Jorge Max certainly found that was the 
case in Viana. Andrew accompanied Elias to a mid-week meeting some 20km away for that 9pm meeting which 
consisted of a full hour of bible teaching to 8 faithful women. Meanwhile his wife Eliane is struggling with loneliness 
and needs our prayers. She misses the church in Hebron where there was always so much going on and where she 
had strong and deep friendships. Please pray the Lord would protect her from depression and discouragement 
especially when Elias is out ministering and she holds the fort caring for Mateus their son. 
  

Our last meeting was with Pastor Joel,Talita and his young family 
in Faro. They work with a denomination called “Action Bible” which 
is solid. On a Sunday the congregation averages about a 100 
which is the largest church we have visited so far on our travels. 
Our aim has been to focus on the lesser known and smaller 
churches as that’s where the needs are greatest. Pastor Joel has 
received good theological training and is invited to speak at 
conferences. There are plans to start a seminary in Faro which is 
well known on the Algarve and a convenient location. He has 2 
young sons and it was lovely to spend time with them. They live 
above the church premises in a flat. Elias and Joel hope to come 
over for the Banner of Truth conference so there will be a small 
nucleus from Portugal in attendance. 
 

We hope this brief update gives you a flavour of some of the challenges the pastors face, ministering faithfully often in 
small contexts where there is little visible fruit and much hard work being done. (Does that sound familiar?) Please 
pray for the Lord to save Portuguese people. They are nominally Catholic but we were told that often it is just the 
women who listen to the priests on significant days. The men stay outside chatting! We were also reminded by these 
pastors that in reality most people consult spiritists when there is any sort of family crisis. Our trip certainly confirmed 
that Portugal is a needy mission field.  
                                              Jenny’s work in the Valleys 
                                                                                                                                                    Llangeinor 

 Praise the Lord for an older widowed lady who has started attending church on 
Sundays in Llangeinor, where Jonny and Liz work. She first came to toddlers 
and seems to have a real spiritual hunger. She is also an old colleague and 
friend of Anne Nott’s. The group sees a steady stream of parents from the valley 
attending and off the back of this outreach Jonny and Liz have started a JAM 
club for 3-6year olds which is going well though not without its challenges!! 
Praise the Lord. 
 

 Praise for the faithful attendees at Ogmore Vale. We lost a core group of nans 
last year with their grandchildren, but a lady who runs the local boxing club, a 
valley dad and a Polish lady faithfully attend each week. We would love to see the group grow again and thrive but there is 
a lot of apathy in the Valleys. Please pray we won’t get disheartened in the outreach.  

 

 At Llantrisant we have good friendships through the toddlers work but long for a break through with the mums. Some are 
going through difficult personal issues & one lady has a serious health condition. Another lady struggles with her view that 
the church is anti-women. Pray we would know wisdom how best to engage these women & pray for stamina for the team. 

 
For those who have given to the work we just want to update you how money has been spent. You have helped to pay 
for rental for the church in Viana and to upgrade their new building, paid for copies of the Portuguese book on Martin 
Luther’s wife, given personal gifts to encourage some of these pastors in financial need and paid for airfares for some 
of the men to attend the Banner of Truth conference in the UK. You have also paid for the costs of running a 
conference in Beja where pastor Elias ministers, as well as covering the costs of our  
ministry trips to Portugal. Your support also means that Jenny can do her work in the Valleys. Thank you for all your 
kind support, 

 
                                   With Christian greetings - Andrew, Jenny and girls 


